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Introduction and Purpose

•

Research Method

When Radloff designed the CES-D, he measured depressive symptoms in a communitybased population rather than in an older population. It remains unclear whether the
scale captures the same phenomenon in China as the construct validity of the fourfactor structure supported by many Western gerontology studies.
As such, the study aims to examine the factorial structure of the CES-D among the
elderly in China.

Confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) was employed to analyze the factorial structure of
the full scale and short form of the CES-D.
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Results
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The mean score of the full scale of the CES-D was 14.27 in the older
Chinese sample. Approximately 33.7% of the participants suffered from
depressive symptoms, which is similar to the prevalence of depressive
symptoms in Chinese adults in 2012;
Table 1 shows that the one-factor CFA model had the worst fit to the data
for the full scale, with the largest values of χ2, AIC and RMSEA, and the
lowest value of GFI. In the full scale, the model fit of the two-factor model
improved substantially, but it was not superior to the other two models.
Although the three-factor model had the same GFI and RMSEA values as
the four-factor model, the four-factor model fitted the data best because of
its lower AIC value (2526.67);
In the short-form scale, the two-factor and three-factor models fitted the
data better than the one-factor model. The three-factor model, the best
fitting model, was identified by its lower AIC value and significant
difference in
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The four-factor structure for the full CES-D and the three-factor structure for the shortform CES-D have better model fit among older adults in China. The results suggest that
acceptable measurement properties of the full- and short-form of the CES-D in Chinese
older adults.

